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Latest Update from Eastern Economic 
Corridor Board

The Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) is an 
industrial development initiative that covers three 
eastern seaboard provinces—Chachoengsao, 
Chonburi, and Rayong—with the aim of 
encouraging investment in 10 high potential and 
advanced industries. Chaired by the Prime Minister 
of Thailand, the Eastern Economic Corridor Board 
(EEC Board) was established to provide guidelines 
and oversee the development of the EEC in the 
coming years. 

From the EEC Board’s preparation checklist, 
the development of new infrastructure and the 
upgrade of existing infrastructure have been given 
top priority. Previously the EEC Board in early May 
outlined plans to develop U-Tapao Airport in 
southern Chonburi into a regional Aerotropolis: a 
maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) center 
for aircraft. Thai Airways International, in 
cooperation with Airbus, a renowned French 
aircraft manufacturer, has also expressed its 
intention to participate in this project. In addition, 
a plan to provide high speed train connections 
between three major international airports in the 
central and eastern regions, namely Don Mueang, 
Suvarnabhumi and U-Tapao, was also announced. 

On 6 July 2017, the EEC Board approved the 
guidelines on the expansion of the ports of Laem
Chabang and Map Ta Phut, both in Chonburi
Province, and Sattahip Port in Rayong Province. The 
planned expansion will be carried out as follows:

 The planned 3rd phase of Laem Chabang
Port is expected to increase its total per 
annum capacity from 7 to 18 million 
containers; or if measured in terms of 
vehicle shipments: from 1 to 3 million 
shipped vehicles per year. Once this

project is completed, the port is poised to 
be ranked among the ten largest ports in 
the world. The PPP scheme for this 
project will be open in 2018, with 
targeted completion aiming for 2025.

 Map Ta Put Port’s LPG intake capacity is 
expected to increase from 10 to 62 
million tons per year. This expansion will 
serve to advance the petrochemical 
industry in the area. The PPP scheme for 
this project will also begin in 2018, with 
expected completion targeted for 2024.

 Sattahip Port, located approximately 30 
kilometers from Pattaya, will be 
developed to also serve as a ferry port. 
Passengers and tourists from Bangkok 
and Hua Hin will soon be able to enjoy an 
extra mode of transportation connecting 
all three prominent tourist destinations in 
the Gulf of Thailand.

All three of the mentioned ports will be 
linked by high-speed trains on a double track 
railway. With more goods being transported on the 
ground, an in-land container depot will also be 
built to accommodate the increase in traffic.

Preliminary estimates made by the EEC 
Board suggest that these planned investments will 
reduce aggregated logistics costs by 250 billion 
Baht per year, which represents a drop from 14 to 
12 percent of GDP.

Thailand in Tier 2 Watch List in 2017 
TIP Report

On 27 June 2017, the US Department of 
State released its Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 
Report for this year. The report explores the 
situation and development of human trafficking in 
countries around the globe, as well as providing 
recommendations and placing each country into
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Tiers based on its compliance with the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act’s (TVPA) minimum 
standards. The report is used by the US 
government, as well as other international bodies, 
to shape its policies on human rights and law 
enforcement aspects.

Countries that which are fully able to meet 
the TVPA minimum standards are categorized as 
Tier 1 counties. Countries which do not meet the 
standards, but whose governments are seen to be 
making significant efforts to do so are then placed 
in Tier 2. However, in the event that such countries 
either have an increased number of victims, show 
no increase in their efforts to combat trafficking 
from the previous year, or fail to show that such 
efforts will be realized within the upcoming year, 
then such countries will be placed onto the Tier 2 
Watch List. Tier 3 is reserved for countries which 
neither meet the TVPA standards nor show any 
significant effort to do so.

In this year’s TIP report, Thailand remains on 
the Tier 2 Watch List for the second consecutive 
year. The report recognized several efforts taken 
by the Thai government to better facilitate the 
culprit prosecution and victim protection 
processes. However, the intensity of such efforts 
seems not to have increased from the previous 
year, thus preventing Thailand from climbing back 
to Tier 2.

In the period from 2001 to 2009, Thailand 
was in Tier 2 continuously, except in 2004. 
However, the persisting problems in the fishery 
industry have placed it on the Tier 2 Watch List 
since 2010. The worsening situations and wide-
spread involvement of law enforcement officials 
caused Thailand to fall to Tier 3 during 2014-2015, 
before large crackdowns by the government 
brought it back to the Tier 2 Watch List again in 
2016.

In order for Thailand to improve its status, 
the report suggests that it should, among other 
things, continue prosecuting and convicting 
traffickers; improve its efforts to identify, protect 
and rehabilitate the victims; provide better training 
and more resources to related officials; and 
increase its collaborations with civil society. 
Nonetheless, a clear line should be drawn between 
the efforts to combat human trafficking and the 
crackdown against innocent foreign workers. While 
some immigrant workers are victims of human 
trafficking networks, many others are merely 
undocumented due to their incapability to fully 
understand and comply with Thai paperwork. 
These workers are crucial to certain economic 
sectors, particularly the un-skilled ones, where 
Thais are unwilling to perform such tasks, and a 
mass and indiscriminate expulsion can result in 
economic harm to the country.
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Bolliger & Company (Thailand) 

Bolliger & Company (Thailand) Ltd. is a public policy and strategic 
consulting firm with a focus on research, policy formulation, and 
decision making. Our primary areas of expertise are in the fields of 
international trade and investment, economic and social policy, and 
business strategy.

Our superior technical skill, combined with in-depth knowledge of the 
business environment, enables us to provide fact-based, unbiased, and 
practical advice. Whether you are a private company wishing to 
understand the impact of public policy on your business, or 
a government authority aiming to design appropriate laws and 
regulations, we have the experience and expertise to help you achieve 
tangible goals.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”


